
TAIR 2026 
Session A2: Simplify FVT-GE Federal Reporting 

with Clearinghouse Data and SAS



Presentation Overview
• Tools Used for FVT/GE
• National Student Clearinghouse

– The Good 
– The Bad 

• Graduation Status Reconciliation & 
Qualifying Graduate Programs

• Student Level Report
• Program Level Report
• Error Reports
• Completers List
• Discussion and Questions

The Government 



Tools Used for 
FVT/GE

• National Student 
Clearinghouse 
Reporting Solution

• Google Forms
• SAS
• IPEDS Costs I 

(formerly Institutional 
Characteristics)

NSC Reporting Solution Dashboard



National Student Clearinghouse – The Good 
• Access to NSLDS data: NSC grants direct access to lists through 

its FVT/GE portal, since most offices outside of Financial Aid lack log 
in credentials to the NSLDS website. 

• Student cohort identification: Student cohort and program lists are 
generated based on data already submitted to the NSC.

• Limits data collection requirements: The generated lists already 
populate most required data fields. Thus, schools mainly need to 
provide financial aid/cost data in the student file and 
licensure/accreditation info in the program file.

• Error Corrections: Most corrections can be made through the NSC 
portal before data is submitted to the NSLDS.

• Cost: It’s FREE!!!



National Student Clearinghouse – The Bad 
• Manual Error Corrections: There are many error corrections (at 

least for TWU). Right now, they all must be fixed manually as 
NSC doesn’t allow for batch uploads of corrections.

• Final Error Corrections: This downside is out of the NSC’s 
control. When the final files are sent to NSLDS, all corrections 
must be made at their website. At this point corrections can only 
be made by Financial Aid, and this requires more 
interdepartmental work.



Graduation Status Reconciliation and
Qualifying Graduate Programs (QGP)

The first steps required to access the Student Report:
• Review and “Mark as Complete” the Graduation Status 

Reconciliation 
• Attest to Qualifying Graduate Programs (QGP) 

– Definition: A graduate program that requires postgraduation training 
(residency, clinical hours) to obtain licensure to practice in the field.

– Methodology: Any graduate program where at least half of the 
degree earners obtain licensure.



Student Report (CSV File)
SAS INFILE Statement

• INFILE statement 
– More flexible than PROC IMPORT but the code is more complex.
– Allows for more control over variable type, length, and format.

• Variable Names
– Used same variable names the NSLDS/NSC provides in student file 

even though they are very long. This allows for easier referencing to 
the CSV file and reporting specifications file.

– SAS has a variable name limit of 32 characters, so some names are 
truncated. SAS also replaces blanks with underscores.

– To avoid misspelling or misnaming, copy and paste worked best when 
referring to a variable in the code.

https://d3opzdukpbxlns.cloudfront.net/2e5e1a29-47e5-4a6f-a1e0-a65920205807/9baf500631704313af2c8edffad49a71?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%272025%2520Clearinghouse%2520GE-FVT%2520Student%2520Level%2520Detail%2520Cohort%2520Specifications.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&Expires=1771545600&Signature=M-sppby9wCn6uvhhoVj21CoKu31zzVbHSzvhrIbWzQzjP078VN0k0wGpg3rJSmQ3hpJLRq06Dh4Z2BcQXKziDUrN3ef8Z8ME00LjZMGjiRl4GioR-tFSVYEenKJAWLcgs%7EIVsrfomub7dKiSADKZ4hYdXAObrOLB58Ge95yoma5kzclHcCUDZBszMffEJfhAmMZN6WB499Qx5-U6Hf1iwnFpWaI3r5Tw1uV2KuoXWihXfzvnP3K42%7E0Un1WybJW3DxeVSWj3USb8oTHomRVMACjw%7ESA5RbqGaUlFDfBsRJndv6s95bsWPirgfNu4WdCE9mpUDnBxi8JpksALqetckQ__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAI33AGAEAYCXFBDTA


Student Report (CSV File)
SAS INFILE Statement



Student Report
SAS - Separate Annual & Total Amount Records

• Split Annual Amount (AA) from Total Amount (TA) records into 
separate data sets.

• Assign each record an ID (_n_). This ensures any duplicate records 
will be deleted, so the final data will match the original file.



Student Report
SAS - Cost of Attendance from IPEDS

Data from: https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data, click on “Look Up an Institution” button

Source: IPEDS 
Costs I 
(formerly 
Institutional 
Characteristics)

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data
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Student Report
SAS – Final Data Set

• Combine final Annual Amount (AA) from Total Amount (TA) 
data sets.

• Use PROC EXPORT to save the data set as a CSV file.



Student and Program Reports
Final CSV File

• The Problem: The newly exported CSV file’s headers have 
underscores and some are truncated due SAS rules for variable names. 
The Clearinghouse won’t accept the file with the SAS headers.

• The Solution: 
– Open the final CSV file in Notepad (not in Excel). This ensures that 

leading zeros won’t be removed from the data.
– Open the original CSV file downloaded from the Clearinghouse in 

Notepad.
– Copy the headers from the original file, paste them over the SAS 

headers in the new file, and click save. It will remain a CSV file.
– The new data is now ready for upload to the Clearinghouse.



Program Report (CSV File)
SAS INFILE Statement

Similar to Student File

Please Note: To access the Program File, the Student File must be finalized in the Clearinghouse portal.



Program Report
Licensure Data Collected through a Google Form

• Currently licensure data is not centralized.

• IRDM collaborated with the Dean of Graduate School and the Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies to collect licensure data from each program using a 
Google form.

– Questions on Google forms were formatted to match the FVT questions

– Language about MSA was simplified for clarity

– The time period is included in the questions to ensure consistency

– Separate communications and forms were used for Undergraduate and 
Graduate programs



Program Report
Licensure Data - MSA information



Program Report
Licensure Data

Collecting counts for the appropriate period



Program Report
Licensure Data – Lessons Learned

• Teaching moment
– Create awareness of reporting requirements

• Discrepancies in third party reports with licensure data
– Receive at different times in the summer

– Grouped by calendar year vs. academic year

– Undergraduate and Graduate levels combined or separate



Program Report
Accreditation File

• Maintained by the Office of Office of Academic Assessment and 
Accreditation



Error Reports
Corrections in the NSLDS Portal

• Corrections Part 1: Error corrections through the Clearinghouse Portal 
are straight forward if tedious. TWU errors numbered in the 100s.

• Corrections Part 2: Once the data is finalized, it is sent to to the NSLDS. 
The NSLDS then sends back an error report to the Clearinghouse.
– Once the errors are downloaded and reviewed, they can only be 

corrected in the NSLDS portal by the Financial Aid Office.
– The 2025 submission had 47 errors that included:



Completers List
• NSC will send an email when the 24-25 FINAL Completers List and 

25-26 DRAFT becomes available. 

• What is a completers list?
– Cohort is different from the student level report
– 4-year cohort: 2016-2020

• How are students and programs determined to be included on the 
Completers List?
– Graduates who received Title IV aid for their program
– Any GE or Eligible Non-GE Program 



Helpful Links
• NSC Reporting Solution Help: 

https://help.studentclearinghouse.org/compliancecentral/
knowledge-base/fvt-ge/

• AIR FVT/GE Regulations Resources : 
https://www.airweb.org/resources/resource-centers/fvt

https://help.studentclearinghouse.org/compliancecentral/knowledge-base/fvt-ge/
https://help.studentclearinghouse.org/compliancecentral/knowledge-base/fvt-ge/
https://help.studentclearinghouse.org/compliancecentral/knowledge-base/fvt-ge/
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https://help.studentclearinghouse.org/compliancecentral/knowledge-base/fvt-ge/
https://www.airweb.org/resources/resource-centers/fvt
https://www.airweb.org/resources/resource-centers/fvt
https://www.airweb.org/resources/resource-centers/fvt


Discussion

Contact Info:

Carolina Sheeder Tracy Stegmair
csheeder@twu.edu tstegmair@twu.edu

• Comments? • Questions?

• Other software used? • Useful tips and/or tricks?

• Was there something not mentioned?

mailto:csheeder@twu.edu
mailto:tstegmair@twu.edu
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