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Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi

• Island University
• A part of Texas A&M system
• Hispanic Serving Institution
• Doctoral-High Research Activity 
• Enrollment in Fall 2020 is 10,820
• Student to faculty ratio in 2018 is 23:1
• Growth in degree programs 
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Introduction to Cohort Profile Analysis

Profile

• A set of data portraying the 
significant features of 
entering students.

• Demographic characteristics, 
academic preparation, family 
economic status, financial 
aid, and academic 
achievement in TAMUCC.

Cohort
• A group of students 

who enter TAMUCC at 
the same time and 
share similar 
characteristics.

• First-time, full-time, 
degree seeking 
undergraduate 
students enrolled in 
the fall term.

Analysis

• Within cohort subgroup 
analysis

• Between cohort trend 
analysis

• Correlations between 
profiles and outcomes
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Introduction to Cohort Profile Analysis
A multifaced view to 
understand the characteristics 
of entering cohorts.

A trend comparison on key 
measures of student 
enrollment, progress and 
success across years.

Identifying the patterns and 
testing the correlations among 
measures of student’s 
enrollment, progress and 
success.

Cohort profile analysis 
will provide us…

Subgroup analysis of 
student’s enrollment, 
progress and success based 
on certain student 
characteristics of interest 
(e.g. retention status)
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Research Questions

What does our entering cohort profile look like? 

How have the entering cohorts changed over years?

How retained students in second fall compare to the 
non-returners? 

What are the profiles for non-returner students who 
enrolled elsewhere?
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Constructs of the Student’s Profile

Background 
characteristics 

Pre-enrollment 
academic 

characteristics 

Pre-enrollment 
financial 

characteristics 

Academic 
achievement in first 

term 

Financial status in 
first year

Outcome variables 
(GPA, first-year retention)
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Student Cohorts

Fall 2016 - fall 2019
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Data sources

CBM001, CBM004, CBM00S

o Enrollment headcounts

o Demographic information

o College and major

o Residency

o Number of credits took in first term

o English and math courses credits in 
first year

Banner/Oracle 
o Days between application and 

enrollment
o Days between registration and term 

start date 
o Financial aid received from multiple 

sources
o Housing status
o PSA status
o SAT/ACT
o High school percentile
o Family income
o First-generation college student’s 

status
o First term GPA

NSCH SE data
o TAMU-CC non-returners 

enrollment at elsewhere
o Transfer destination 
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Methods, Processes, and Tools

Descriptive statistics 
Chi-square test

Independent Samples T-test

FTIC students vs. FTIC 
non-PSA students

FTIC students who were retained by 
next fall vs. FTIC students did not 

return by next fall

Non-returner students: who are 
they and where did they go?

Trend analysis

SPSS
Excel

Adobe Spark

MethodsProcess

Tools
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Top Ten Feeder Counties in Texas 2016-2019

County Count Pct.
Nueces 369 15.5
Bexar 300 12.6
Harris 254 10.7
Travis 128 5.4
Williamson 98 4.1
Hidalgo 88 3.7
Fort Bend 80 3.4
Dallas 76 3.2
Out of state 76 3.2

Cameron 73 3.1

County Count Pct.
Nueces 411 18.5
Bexar 257 11.6
Harris 202 9.1
Travis 101 4.5
Hidalgo 92 4.1
Williamson 88 4
Cameron 78 3.5
Fort Bend 75 3.4
San Patricio 70 3.1
Out of state 69 3.1

County Count Pct.
Nueces 381 20.2
Bexar 210 11.1
Harris 138 7.3
Cameron 92 4.9
Hidalgo 88 4.7
Out of state 73 3.9
Fort Bend 63 3.3
Williamson 60 3.2
Travis 59 3.1

San Patricio 57 3

County Count Pct.
Nueces 350 20.1
Harris 170 9.7
Bexar 167 9.6
Hidalgo 81 4.6
Travis 73 4.2
Out of state 64 3.7
San Patricio 61 3.5
Williamson 61 3.5
Fort Bend 59 3.4

Cameron 52 3

2016 Cohort 2017 Cohort 2018 Cohort 2019 Cohort
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Increasing Percentage of PSA Students in FTIC Cohorts

Program for System Admission
• Alternative admission program for 

selected students not offered freshman 
admission to Texas A&M University. 

• Attend a Texas A&M University system 
institution 

• With the goal of enrolling at Texas A&M 
in College Station after one year.

• 24 credit hours and at least 3.0 GPA

Year PSA students Pct. of FTIC cohort
Fall 2016 318 13.40%
Fall 2017 280 12.60%
Fall 2018 305 16.20%
Fall 2019 431 24.70%
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		4321346		'4321346',				4322943		'4322943',

		4323469		'4323469',				4358344		'4358344',

		4347453		'4347453',				4357165		'4357165',

		4347844		'4347844',				4377069		'4377069',

		4348546		'4348546',				4312188		'4312188',

		4348687		'4348687',				4404866		'4404866',

		4348709		'4348709',				4407654		'4407654',

		4343468		'4343468',				4291281		'4291281',

		4346201		'4346201',				4312185		'4312185',

		4321415		'4321415',				4312772		'4312772',

		4321465		'4321465',				4347517		'4347517',

		4321596		'4321596',				4324803		'4324803',

		4321598		'4321598',				4072040		'4072040',

		4322943		'4322943',				4357371		'4357371',

		4347314		'4347314',				4320751		'4320751',

		4347348		'4347348',				4361695		'4361695',

		4347357		'4347357',				4356638		'4356638',

		4347358		'4347358',				4391004		'4391004',

		4347424		'4347424',				4298770		'4298770',

		4323505		'4323505',				4381110		'4381110',

		4323738		'4323738',				4404074		'4404074',

		4324794		'4324794',				4387419		'4387419',

		4324803		'4324803',				4382508		'4382508',

		4324866		'4324866',				4387728		'4387728',

		4324917		'4324917',				4327191		'4327191',

		4324948		'4324948',				4362459		'4362459',

		4324989		'4324989',				4361765		'4361765',

		4324990		'4324990',				4404868		'4404868',

		4335118		'4335118',				4317495		'4317495',

		4340678		'4340678',				4321291		'4321291',

		4342177		'4342177',				4322559		'4322559',

		4325012		'4325012',				4362024		'4362024',

		4325067		'4325067',				4296225		'4296225',

		4325076		'4325076',				4386341		'4386341',

		4325093		'4325093',				4382614		'4382614',

		4325323		'4325323',				4311778		'4311778',

		4325355		'4325355',				4357962		'4357962',

		4325428		'4325428',				4321465		'4321465',

		4327182		'4327182',				4245560		'4245560',

		4327188		'4327188',				4358279		'4358279',

		4327191		'4327191',				4378963		'4378963',

		4327304		'4327304',				4358374		'4358374',

		4298624		'4298624',				4389572		'4389572',

		4298770		'4298770',				4313553		'4313553',

		4298825		'4298825',				4380482		'4380482',

		4299017		'4299017',				4379144		'4379144',

		4303558		'4303558',				4313668		'4313668',

		4303982		'4303982',				4361778		'4361778',

		4305584		'4305584',				4362021		'4362021',

		4305585		'4305585',				4387689		'4387689',

		4305627		'4305627',				4388208		'4388208',

		4359563		'4359563',				4378666		'4378666',

		4359655		'4359655',				4377127		'4377127',

		4359697		'4359697',				4382246		'4382246',

		4377069		'4377069',				4349364		'4349364',

		4377090		'4377090',				4325812		'4325812',

		4377127		'4377127',				4349000		'4349000',

		4377266		'4377266',				4349256		'4349256',

		4377534		'4377534',				4349610		'4349610',

		4381085		'4381085',				4250422		'4250422',

		4381097		'4381097',				4350081		'4350081',

		4381110		'4381110',				4257876		'4257876',

		4381161		'4381161',				4326841		'4326841',

		4381180		'4381180',				4325934		'4325934',

		4381186		'4381186',				4298825		'4298825',

		4381188		'4381188',				4326087		'4326087',

		4381249		'4381249',				4324948		'4324948',

		4387938		'4387938',				4356994		'4356994',

		4387941		'4387941',				4357965		'4357965',

		4388112		'4388112',				4357791		'4357791',

		4388120		'4388120',				4305627		'4305627',

		4388208		'4388208',				4312323		'4312323',

		4359820		'4359820',				4260015		'4260015',

		4359875		'4359875',				4403983		'4403983',

		4359920		'4359920',				4308571		'4308571',

		4359930		'4359930',				4250325		'4250325',

		4361137		'4361137',				4405508		'4405508',

		4361286		'4361286',				4298624		'4298624',

		4361323		'4361323',				4311172		'4311172',

		4361536		'4361536',				4391759		'4391759',

		4361643		'4361643',				4377659		'4377659',

		4361695		'4361695',				4323240		'4323240',

		4361719		'4361719',				4325323		'4325323',

		4361765		'4361765',				4321998		'4321998',

		4361778		'4361778',				4324474		'4324474',

		4361779		'4361779',				4316730		'4316730',

		4361946		'4361946',				4359920		'4359920',

		4362021		'4362021',				4356773		'4356773',

		4362024		'4362024',				4357356		'4357356',

		4362083		'4362083',				4213297		'4213297',

		4362165		'4362165',				4325012		'4325012',

		4362209		'4362209',				4356816		'4356816',

		4362223		'4362223',				4318649		'4318649',

		4362459		'4362459',				4326110		'4326110',

		4363158		'4363158',				4323179		'4323179',

		4363802		'4363802',				4379201		'4379201',

		4363812		'4363812',				4361137		'4361137',

		4363865		'4363865',				4324794		'4324794',

		4363874		'4363874',				4357470		'4357470',

		4363926		'4363926',				4151106		'4151106',

		4363930		'4363930',				4359930		'4359930',

		4365397		'4365397',				4244074		'4244074',

		4367884		'4367884',				4289009		'4289009',

		4371950		'4371950',				4250000		'4250000',

		4372530		'4372530',				4335118		'4335118',

		4373916		'4373916',				4356170		'4356170',

		4376615		'4376615',				4347788		'4347788',

		4376802		'4376802',				4321415		'4321415',

		4376966		'4376966',				4323345		'4323345',

		4377659		'4377659',				4325708		'4325708',

		4378298		'4378298',				4358111		'4358111',

		4378486		'4378486',				4400482		'4400482',

		4378489		'4378489',				4310698		'4310698',

		4378555		'4378555',				4103726		'4103726',

		4378566		'4378566',				4312797		'4312797',

		4378631		'4378631',				4403469		'4403469',

		4378666		'4378666',				4313761		'4313761',

		4378807		'4378807',				4379353		'4379353',

		4378884		'4378884',				4313926		'4313926',

		4378898		'4378898',				4313601		'4313601',

		4378929		'4378929',				4363812		'4363812',

		4378939		'4378939',				4378884		'4378884',

		4378960		'4378960',				4316785		'4316785',

		4378963		'4378963',				4357101		'4357101',

		4379144		'4379144',				4309635		'4309635',

		4379158		'4379158',				4245773		'4245773',

		4379197		'4379197',				4407749		'4407749',

		4379201		'4379201',				4291426		'4291426',

		4379353		'4379353',				4382394		'4382394',

		4379379		'4379379',				4308321		'4308321',

		4379382		'4379382',				4377090		'4377090',

		4379544		'4379544',				4297708		'4297708',

		4379590		'4379590',				4323193		'4323193',

		4379713		'4379713',				4347453		'4347453',

		4379748		'4379748',				4389439		'4389439',

		4379866		'4379866',				4347348		'4347348',

		4379970		'4379970',				4348880		'4348880',

		4379992		'4379992',				4357767		'4357767',

		4381316		'4381316',				4358236		'4358236',

		4380482		'4380482',				4258885		'4258885',

		4380669		'4380669',				4320992		'4320992',

		4380742		'4380742',				4325572		'4325572',

		4381309		'4381309',				4382013		'4382013',

		4381531		'4381531',				4284954		'4284954',

		4381783		'4381783',				4245495		'4245495',

		4381907		'4381907',				4389007		'4389007',

		4382013		'4382013',				4388587		'4388587',

		4382039		'4382039',				4386982		'4386982',

		4382057		'4382057',				4381531		'4381531',

		4382100		'4382100',				4381085		'4381085',

		4382246		'4382246',				4311753		'4311753',

		4382394		'4382394',				4308363		'4308363',

		4382508		'4382508',				4243534		'4243534',

		4382606		'4382606',				4308805		'4308805',

		4382614		'4382614',				4402831		'4402831',

		4382626		'4382626',				4400967		'4400967',

		4382631		'4382631',				4404355		'4404355',

		4382643		'4382643',				4357078		'4357078',

		4382930		'4382930',				4356445		'4356445',

		4382944		'4382944',				4348687		'4348687',

		4382965		'4382965',				4347585		'4347585',

		4384870		'4384870',				4327012		'4327012',

		4384875		'4384875',				4326574		'4326574',

		4385219		'4385219',				4324459		'4324459',

		4385628		'4385628',				4211378		'4211378',

		4386341		'4386341',				4343468		'4343468',

		4386982		'4386982',				4319175		'4319175',

		4387394		'4387394',				4221151		'4221151',

		4387419		'4387419',				4321305		'4321305',

		4387465		'4387465',				4363802		'4363802',

		4387573		'4387573',				4361643		'4361643',

		4358951		'4358951',				4362165		'4362165',

		4359030		'4359030',				4362223		'4362223',

		4359033		'4359033',				4347744		'4347744',

		4401344		'4401344',				4325603		'4325603',

		4401443		'4401443',				4324990		'4324990',

		4401478		'4401478',				4326322		'4326322',

		4357470		'4357470',				4404931		'4404931',

		4357489		'4357489',				4304806		'4304806',

		4357508		'4357508',				4326626		'4326626',

		4357615		'4357615',				4308348		'4308348',

		4357767		'4357767',				4349416		'4349416',

		4357768		'4357768',				4316845		'4316845',

		4357791		'4357791',				4363926		'4363926',

		4357899		'4357899',				4356827		'4356827',

		4357953		'4357953',				4394621		'4394621',

		4357962		'4357962',				4359030		'4359030',

		4357965		'4357965',				4381316		'4381316',

		4358017		'4358017',				4357119		'4357119',

		4358111		'4358111',				4382626		'4382626',

		4358167		'4358167',				4250293		'4250293',

		4358234		'4358234',				4228635		'4228635',

		4358236		'4358236',

		4358279		'4358279',

		4358315		'4358315',

		4358344		'4358344',

		4358374		'4358374',

		4358459		'4358459',

		4358496		'4358496',

		4358777		'4358777',

		4358789		'4358789',

		4358836		'4358836',

		4387607		'4387607',

		4387689		'4387689',

		4387728		'4387728',

		4387749		'4387749',

		4387816		'4387816',

		4387864		'4387864',

		4388324		'4388324',

		4388469		'4388469',

		4388487		'4388487',

		4388579		'4388579',

		4388587		'4388587',

		4388659		'4388659',

		4388704		'4388704',

		4388727		'4388727',

		4388811		'4388811',

		4388972		'4388972',

		4389007		'4389007',

		4389029		'4389029',

		4389360		'4389360',

		4389418		'4389418',

		4389439		'4389439',

		4389572		'4389572',

		4389618		'4389618',

		4389644		'4389644',

		4389646		'4389646',

		4389791		'4389791',

		4391004		'4391004',

		4391028		'4391028',

		4391053		'4391053',

		4391068		'4391068',

		4391135		'4391135',

		4391759		'4391759',

		4394400		'4394400',

		4394621		'4394621',

		4395092		'4395092',

		4400482		'4400482',

		4400561		'4400561',

		4400930		'4400930',

		4400950		'4400950',

		4400952		'4400952',

		4400967		'4400967',

		4401717		'4401717',

		4401747		'4401747',

		4402268		'4402268',

		4402335		'4402335',

		4402400		'4402400',

		4402429		'4402429',

		4402437		'4402437',

		4402439		'4402439',

		4402463		'4402463',

		4402471		'4402471',

		4402505		'4402505',

		4402510		'4402510',

		4402520		'4402520',

		4402529		'4402529',

		4402549		'4402549',

		4402564		'4402564',

		4402728		'4402728',

		4402831		'4402831',

		4403136		'4403136',

		4403328		'4403328',

		4403469		'4403469',

		4403618		'4403618',

		4403946		'4403946',

		4403983		'4403983',

		4404066		'4404066',

		4404074		'4404074',

		4404355		'4404355',

		4404458		'4404458',

		4404471		'4404471',

		4404843		'4404843',

		4404866		'4404866',

		4404868		'4404868',

		4404931		'4404931',

		4404937		'4404937',

		4405508		'4405508',

		4405942		'4405942',

		4407613		'4407613',

		4407654		'4407654',

		4407671		'4407671',

		4407749		'4407749',
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Summary
Non-PSA students vs. FTIC entering cohort
1. Higher first-year retention rate
2. Higher proportion of female students
3. Higher pct. underrepresented minority students
4. Higher pct. of students were living off campus
5. Lower test scores and high school performance
6. Applied and registered earlier
7. From lower income families with higher unmet need
8. Higher pct. Pell Grants Recipients 
9. Higher pct. took loans 
10. Higher pct. first-gen students
11. Lower pct. with major undecided 
12. Lower pct. took math courses in the first term
13. Lower GPA and earned credit hours 
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Subgroups Analysis
First-year Retention Status: 2016 Cohort

Full Sample
Dropped out by 

2017 Fall
Persisted to 
2017 Fall

N/% 2,380 43% 57%
BU 259 42% 58%
LA 638 55% 45%
NH 489 37% 63%
EH 223 40% 60%
SE 771 39% 61%

College Experience Full Sample
Dropped out 
by 2017 Fall

Persisted to 
2017 Fall

Chi-square test or 
Independent T-test

Pct. Major Undecided 15% 24% 8% ***

Average Days Bertween Application 
and Registration 186 175 195 ***

Average Days Between Registration 
and Term Start Date 51 49 53 ***

Pct. Took Any Math Course Credits 61% 69% 45% ***

Pct. Students Registered at Least 15 
Credits 15% 13% 16% *

Average GPA in 2016 2.7 2.1 3.0 ***
Average Earned Credits in 2016 10.4 9.1 11.3 ***

Background Characteristics Full Sample
Dropped out by 2017 

Fall
Persisted to 2017 

Fall
Chi-square test or 
Independent T-test

Pct. Female 59% 55% 61% **
Pct. Texas Residents 97% 98% 96% **

Pct. Living on campus (FASFA)1 61% 65% 59% **
Pct. PSA 13% 23% 6% ***
Average Composite SAT score 1053 1051 1054 ***
Average High School Percentile 63 58 66 ***

Socioeconomic Characteristics Full Sample
Dropped out by 2017 

Fall
Persisted to 2017 

Fall

Chi-square 
test or 

Independent 
T-test

Pct. With Financial aid 76% 74% 76% ***
Average Financial aid Taken among Financial 

aid Recipients $14,177 $13,623 $14,587 **
Pct.With Federal Financial aid 69% 71% 67% ***
Average Federal Financial aid Taken among 

Federal Financial aid Recipients $11,076 $10,571 $11,483 **
Average Pell Grants Taken among Pell Grants 

Recipients $4,682 $4,377 $4,922 ***
Pct. Federal Loans Borrowers 56% 58% 54% *
Average Federal Loans Accrued among Loan 

Borrowers $5,531 $5,270 $5,746 ***
Pct. Merit Based Aid Recipients 11% 5% 16% ***
Average Unmet Financial Need  in 2016 $5,511 $5,062 $5,890 *
Average Family Income in 2016 $74,058 $78,843 $70,209 *
Average Budget in 2016 $22,383.0 $20,660.2 $23,889.7 ***
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Full Sample
Dropped out by 2018 

Fall
Persisted to 
2018 Fall

N/% 2,224 43% 57%
BU 276 41% 59%
LA 602 54% 46%
NH 451 36% 64%
EH 200 42% 58%
SE 695 38% 62%

Background Characteristics Full Sample
Dropped out by 

2018 Fall
Persisted to 
2018 Fall

Chi-square test or 
Independent T-test

Pct. Female 57% 53% 61% ***
Pct. Other 5% 4% 2% **
Pct. Living off campus  (FASFA) 25% 20% 29% ***
Pct. PSA 13% 21% 6% ***
Average High School Percentile 63 58 66 ***

Socioeconomic Characteristics
Full 
Sample

Dropped out by 
2018 Fall

Persisted to 
2018 Fall

Chi-square test 
or Independent 

T-test
Pct. With Financial aid 75% 71% 78% **
Average Financial aid Taken among Financial 

aid Recipients $14,959 $13,880 $15,683 **
Pct. With Federal Financial aid 70% 66% 73% ***
Average Federal Financial aid Taken among 

Federal Financial aid Recipients $11,617 $11,195 $11,903 **
Pct. Pell Grant Recipient 46% 43% 48% *
Average Pell Grants Taken among Pell Grants 

Recipients $4,968 $4,517 $5,269 ***
Average Federal Loans Accrued among Loan 

Borrowers $5,661 $5,470 $5,799 ***
Average Unmet Financial Need  in 2017 $5,445 $5,195 $5,625 *
Average Family Income in 2017 $74,035 $75,119 $73,259 *
Average Price of Attendance in 2017 $23,765 $21,844 $25,148 ***

College Experience Full Sample
Dropped out 
by 2018 Fall

Persisted 
to 2018 

Fall

Chi-square 
test or 

Independen
t T-test

Pct. Major Undecided 15% 23% 9% ***
Average Days Bertween Application and Registration 196 181 208 ***
Average Days Between Registration and Term Start Date 51 50 52 ***
Pct. Took Any Math Course Credits 55% 62% 50% ***
Average GPA in 2017 2.7 2.2 3.1 ***
Average Earned Credits in 2017 10.6 9.2 11.7 ***

Subgroups Analysis 
First-year Retention Status: 2017 Cohort
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Subgroups Analysis 
First-year Retention Status: 2018 Cohort

Full Sample
Dropped out 
by 2019 Fall

Persisted to 
2019 Fall

N/% 1,887 41% 60%
BU 175 37% 63%
LA 560 58% 42%
NH 375 33% 68%
EH 161 27% 73%
SE 613 33% 67%
UC 3 67% 33%

Background Characteristics Full Sample
Dropped out by 

2019 Fall Persisted to 2019 Fall
Chi-square test or 
Independent T-test

Pct. Hispanic or Latino 53% 48% 55% **
Pct. Other 3% 5% 1% ***
Pct. Living off campus (FASFA) 27% 19% 32% ***
Pct. PSA 16% 31% 6% ***
Average High School Percentile 69 64 72 ***

Socioeconomic Characteristics Full Sample
Dropped out by 

2019 Fall
Persisted to 
2019 Fall

Chi-square test 
or Independent 

T-test
Pct. With Financial aid 77% 72% 81% ***
Average Financial aid Taken among Financial aid 

Recipients $14,311 $13,527 $14,784 **
Pct.With Federal Financial aid 66% 63% 68% *
Average Pell Grants Taken among Pell Grants Recipients $5,196.43 $4,778.01 $5,472.24 ***
Average Federal Loans Accrued among Loan Borrowers $5,444.5 $5,275.3 $5,559.6 *
Pct. Merit Based Aid Recipients 30% 20% 38% ***
Average Merit Based Aid Received among Students 

Received Merit Aid $3,171.0 $2,350.7 $3,463.8 **
Pct. Dependent Student 83% 77% 87% ***
Average Price of Attendance in 2018 $26,574.4 $24,768.5 $27,883.6 ***

College Experience Full Sample

Dropped 
out by 

2019 Fall

Persisted 
to 2019 

Fall

Chi-square 
test or 

Independent 
T-test

Pct. Major Undecided 17% 32% 7% ***
Average Days Bertween Application and 

Registration 198 177 212 ***
Average Days Between Registration and 

Term Start Date 52 50 53 **
Pct. Took Any Math Course Credits 53% 65% 46% ***
Average GPA in 2018 3.0 2.7 3.2 ***
Average Earned Credits in 2018 12.6 11.8 13.1 ***
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Subgroups Analysis
First-year Retention Status: 2019 Cohort

College Experience 
Full 
Sample

Dropped out 
by 2020 Fall

Persisted 
to 2020 

Fall
Chi-square test or 
Independent T-test

Pct. Major Undecided 25.6% 47.2% 9.5% ***

Average Days Bertween Application 
and Registration 186 161 207 ***

Pct. Took Any Math Course Credits 55.8% 66.5% 47.9% ***

Pct. Students Registered at Least 15 
Credits 28.2% 24.9% 30.7% **

Average GPA in 2016 2.9 2.7 3.1 ***

Average Earned Credits in 2016 12 11 13 ***

Background Characteristics Full Sample
Dropped out by 2020 

Fall
Persisted to 
2020 Fall

Chi-square test or 
Independent T-test

Pct. Female 59.7% 52.4% 65.1% ***

Pct. Texas Residents 96.1% 95.6% 96.4% **

Pct. Living on campus (FASFA)1 70.2% 79.3% 63.8% **

Pct. PSA 24.7% 46.6% 8.5% ***

Average Composite SAT score 1,107 1,121 1,097 ***

Average High School Percentile 71 69 73 ***

Full Sample
Dropped out by 2020 

Fall
Persisted to 2020 

Fall
N/% 1,744 42.6% 57.4%

BU 163 30.7% 69.3%
LA 256 30.5% 69.5%
NH 306 27.8% 72.2%
EH 118 32.2% 67.8%
SE 500 31.2% 68.8%
UC 401 83.8% 16.2%

Socioeconomic Characteristics Full Sample
Dropped out by 

2020 Fall
Persisted to 2020 

Fall
Chi-square test or 
Independent T-test

Pct. With Financial aid 80.30% 67.60% 89.80% ***

Average Financial aid Taken 
among Financial aid Recipients $13,879 $13,154 $14,283 **

Pct. With Federal Financial aid 67.60% 57.70% 74.90% ***

Average Federal Financial aid $10,380 $4,942 $5,425 **
Pct. with Pell Grants 37.6% 33.5% 40.6% **

Average Pell Grants Taken 
among Pell Grants Recipients $5,256 $4,379 $5,789 ***

Pct. Federal Loans Borrowers 44.7% 42.4% 46.5% *

Average Federal Loans Accrued 
among Loan Borrowers $5,230 $4,942 $5,425 ***

Pct. Merit Based Aid Recipients 40.1% 22.9% 52.8% ***

Average Unmet Financial Need  
in 2016 $2,634 $2,593 $2,665 *

Average Family Income in 2019 $99,693 $111,917 $91,031 *
Average Budget in 2019 $21,740 $18,305 $24,268 ***
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Summary
Findings aligned with retention literature:
1. Gender 
2. Academic preparation: test scores and higher 

school performance
3. First term GPA
4. Credits earned in the first term
5. Pct. took 15 or more credits in the first term
6. Days between application and registration
7. Days between registration and term start date
8. Proportion of students with major undecided 

in the first year
9. Taking math courses 

Findings do not align with retention literature:
1. Living on campus vs. living off campus
2. PSA students 
3. Family income
4. Unmet need
5. Pell grants recipients
6. Financial aid disbursed
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Subgroup Analysis
2016 Cohort Non-Returners Enrolled at Other Institutions

Two TAMU-CC enrollment 
records before enrolled at other 

institutions 

87% 51% 45%
Hispanic/Latino 

students
College of Liberal 

Arts

79%
Living on campus

40%
PSA students

44%
Major undeclared 

73%
Took math courses 

in first year

2.88
Average GPA in the first 

term 

416 
(17.5%)

Transferred to other 
institutions by 2017 Fall

33%
Pell Grants Recipients First generation college 

students (FAFSA)
Average family income
$101,51746%
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Two TAMU-CC enrollment 
records before enrolled at other 

institutions 

Hispanic/Latino 
students

College of Liberal 
Arts

Living on campus PSA students Major undeclared Took math courses 
in first year

Average GPA in the first 
term

Transferred to other 
institutions by 2018 Fall

Pell Grants Recipients First generation college 
students (FAFSA)

Average family income

81% 48% 42%

64% 38% 38% 65%

2.83

399 
(17.9%)

32% $88,720 

Subgroup Analysis
2017 Cohort Non-Returners Enrolled at Other Institutions

40%
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Two TAMU-CC enrollment 
records before enrolled at other 

institutions 

Hispanic/Latino 
students

College of Liberal 
Arts

Living on campus PSA students Major undeclared 
Took math courses 

in first year

Average GPA in the first 
term

Transferred to other 
institutions by 2019 Fall

Pell Grants Recipients First generation college 
students (FAFSA)

Average family income

80% 53% 46%

64% 43% 45% 65%

3.0

449 
(23.8%)

36% $101,866

Subgroup Analysis
2018 Cohort Non-Returners Enrolled at Other Institutions

41%

25



Two TAMU-CC enrollment 
records before enrolled at other 

institutions 

Hispanic/Latino 
students

University College

Living on campus PSA students Major undeclared 
Took math courses 

in first year

Average GPA in the first 
term

Transferred to other 
institutions by 2019 Fall

Pell Grants Recipients First generation college 
students (FAFSA)

Average family income

85% 68% 32%

86% 69% 69% 77%

3.3

430 
(24.7%)

21% $129,441

Subgroup Analysis
2019 Cohort Non-Returners Enrolled at Other Institutions

26%
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Non-Returner’s Profile from Fall 2016-2019

Pct. transferred to other 
institutions by second Fall

2016

17.9% 23.8% 24.7%
Two TAMU-CC enrollment 
records before enrolled at 
other institutions 

87% 81% 80% 85%

% Hispanic/Latino students 45% 42% 46% 32%

PSA students 40% 38% 43% 69%
Major undeclared in 1st year 44% 38% 45% 69%

First generation college 
students (FAFSA) 46% 40% 41% 26%

Took math courses in first 
year 73% 65% 65% 77%

17.5%

20182017 2019

Pell Grants Recipients 33% 32% 36% 21%

Average GPA in the first 
term

2.88 2.83 3.33.0
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Top 10 Transfer Out Destinations

Rank
Colleges that Students Enrolled in 

2017 Fall Pct.

1
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-College 
Station 32%

2 DEL MAR COLLEGE 8%
3 BLINN COLLEGE- BRYAN CAMPUS 7%

4
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY - SAN 
MARCOS 5%

5
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS - SAN 
ANTONIO 5%

6 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 3%
7 SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE 3%

8
LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM 
DISTRICT 2%

9 TARRANT COUNTY COLLEGE 2%

10
TEXAS STATE TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE- HARLINGEN 2%

Rank
Colleges that Students Enrolled 

in 2018 Fall Pct.

1
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-
College Station 28%

2 DEL MAR COLLEGE 7%

3
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY - SAN 
MARCOS 6%

4
BLINN COLLEGE- BRYAN 
CAMPUS 6%

5 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 6%

6
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS - SAN 
ANTONIO 5%

7
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO 
GRANDE VALLEY 3%

8
LONE STAR COLLEGE SYSTEM 
DISTRICT 3%

9 UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 2%

10
HOUSTON COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 2%

Rank
Colleges that Students Enrolled in 2019 

Fall Pct.

1 TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY-College Station 38%

2 DEL MAR COLLEGE 9%

3 UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS - SAN ANTONIO 5%

4
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO GRANDE 
VALLEY 4%

5 BLINN COLLEGE- BRYAN CAMPUS 4%

6
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY - SAN 
MARCOS 4%

7 AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 3%

8 SOUTH TEXAS COLLEGE 2%

9 COASTAL BEND COLLEGE 2%

10 UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 2%

2016 Cohort 2017 Cohort 2018 Cohort

Rank
College that students enrolled in 2020 

fall Pct.

1
TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY – College 
station 59%

2 BLINN COLLEGE- BRYAN CAMPUS 4%

3
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY - SAN 
MARCOS 3%

4 UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS - SAN ANTONIO 3%

4
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO GRANDE 
VALLEY 3%

6 DEL MAR COLLEGE 3%

8
AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
DISTRICT 2%

8 SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY 2%
8 UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON 2%

11 BLINN COLLEGE- RELLIS 1%
11 UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN 1%

2019 Cohort
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Summary

Profile
• Enrollment decreased
• Diversity decreased
• Better academic prepared 

students
• Higher pct. of PSA students
• Higher average family 

income 
• Lower pct. students took 

loans
• Higher pct. students with 

merit aid
• More credit hours
• Higher GPA 

Retention is correlated 
with…
• Precollege academic 

characteristics
• College GPA and 

credit
• Course taking patterns 
• PSA status
• Housing status
• Financial condition 

Next Step
• Regression analysis to 

predict retention 
status while taking all 
effective confounding 
variables into account.

• Use the predictive 
model to predict 
entering new cohort’s 
retention rate

Challenges
• PSA: Pre-determined 

drop-outs
• Even higher transfer-out 

rate
• Average credits per 

semester lower than 15
• Longer time to graduate
• Math matters   
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How Do We Use the Profile Data? 

We have shared the cohort profile data to: 
• President’s Cabinet, 
• Academic Affairs, 
• Enrollment Management, 
• and the Student’s Success Council and its subcommittees

To aid in:
• Data informed-decision making, 
• Developing or enhancing services and support, 
• And increasing student outcomes including retention and 

graduation rates.
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Q & A
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Xiqian Liu
Senior Data Analyst
Office of Planning and Institutional Research
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi
Email: xiqian.liu@tamucc.edu
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