
60X30TX CENTRAL TEXAS 
REGION DATA DESERTS

RELATING TO THE ENROLLMENT 
OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES IN 
HIGHER EDUCATION



WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

 Share the data 

 by identifying “higher education data” valuable in 
increasing the percentage of those completing high 
school and enrolling in higher education.

 and, by discussing “data sharing options” between 
higher education and public education institutions. 

 The session will focus on the needs of the Central 
Texas region, but all are encouraged to attend and 
share.

 Session Outcomes

 Frame the challenges to increasing the percentage of 
high school graduates enrolling in higher education

 Identify existing data sources

 Consider ways to share better data for reducing 
challenges



THE 60X30TX COMPLETION GOAL INCLUDES A TARGET OF 
INCREASING THE ENROLLMENT PERCENTAGE OF TEXAS PUBLIC HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATES INTO TEXAS COLLEGES DIRECTLY FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL.

Central Texas Regional Shared Strategy

Increase coordinated data analysis regarding high school-to-
college transitions with a specific cross-regional focus

For example:

 Increase the number of students who prepare for college by 
completing the FAFSA

 Regularly communicate success metrics to ISDs such as rates of 
matriculation and college readiness

 Engineer a data sharing system to pass contact information of high 
school graduates not enrolled in higher education

Enrollment decreased between 
FY 2015 and FY 2016 in all 
demographic categories, 
suggesting systemic issues, such 
as high school graduation policies 
or low unemployment, may be 
driving change.



FRAME THE CHALLENGES
TO INCREASING THE PERCENTAGE OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES ENROLLING IN HIGHER EDUCATION

What are some of the challenges your 
institution faces in increasing the college going 
rates of the high schools?

What data requests are you challenged in 
fulfilling due to a lack of reliable data sources?



IDENTIFY EXISTING DATA SOURCES

http://www.txhighereddata.org/
State Data Sources

 8th Grade Cohort

 Outcomes Dashboard

 High School Enrolled in Higher Education

 High School Graduates GPA in Higher 
Education

 High School Graduates Higher Education 
Outcomes

 High School Graduates Higher Education 
Preparation (TSI)



8TH GRADE COHORT

 Starting in 8th

Grade, through high 
school, and higher 
education

 Statewide, Region, 
and County

 Gender, Economic 
Status, 
Race/Ethnicity

 Enrollments and 
Completions



OUTCOMES 
DASHBOARD

 Enrollment, Persistence, and 
College Readiness

 Comparisons by Region, 
Districts, and Years

 College Going Rate, Sector, 
Status, Gender, Economic 
Status, and Race/Ethnicity



HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLED IN HIGHER EDUCATION

High School Graduates Enrolled in Higher Education

 By High School County

 By High School District

 By High School



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES GPA IN HIGHER EDUCATION

 Student performance in postsecondary institutions 
during the first year enrolled after graduation from 
high school. 

 Student performance is measured by the Grade 
Point Average (GPA) earned by high school graduates 
who attended Texas public four-year and two-year 
higher education institutions in the following 
academic year.



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES HIGHER EDUCATION OUTCOMES

Pct Earned 
Assoc.

ac o
Higher

ac o
Higher

Degree Cert. Degree Degree
Central Texas 1.Did not attend immediately 33,253 0 239 212 506 1.5

2.Started at two-year 26,052 26,052 2,485 829 3,341 12.8
3.Started at four-year 23,549 23,549 381 107 15,191 64.5
Region Total 82,854 49,601 3,105 1,148 19,038 23.0

South Texas 1.Did not attend immediately 62,353 0 720 587 666 1.1
2.Started at two-year 53,810 53,810 7,195 2,210 5,480 10.2
3.Started at four-year 43,960 43,960 1,382 408 24,167 55.0
Region Total 160,123 97,770 9,297 3,205 30,313 18.9

West Texas 1.Did not attend immediately 7,759 0 69 109 65 0.8
2.Started at two-year 5,693 5,693 778 286 688 12.1
3.Started at four-year 4,665 4,665 159 46 2,547 54.6
Region Total 18,117 10,358 1,006 441 3,300 18.2

Upper Rio Grande 1.Did not attend immediately 12,893 0 170 53 188 1.5
2.Started at two-year 10,960 10,960 1,669 197 1,046 9.5
3.Started at four-year 8,488 8,488 331 31 3,919 46.2
Region Total 32,341 19,448 2,170 281 5,153 15.9

*Counts are combined totals for 2008, 2009, and 2010 graduates.
Source: TEA, THECB

2008, 2009, & 2010 High School Graduates by Region
Who Earned a Degree or Certificate Within Six Years of HS Graduation *

THECB Region College Enrollment Status High 
School 
Grads

Enrolled 
Immediately

Based on Highest Degree 
Earned

 High school graduates enrolled in higher education 
immediately after graduation

 Completions by level

 By higher education region, college or university,  ISD, 
high school



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES HIGHER EDUCATION PREPARATION 
(TSI)

 High School Graduates Higher Education 
Preparation

 TSI Summary Scores

 By District and Ethnicity

 For Math and Reading



OTHER TOPICS

 Dual Credit Data

 Enrollments and Semester Credit Hours

 Dual Credit and Total Enrollments, Fall Semesters

 Dual Credit Enrollments and Semester Credit Hours, Annual 
by Semester

 Dual Credit Enrollments and Semester Credit Hours by 
Institution

 Dual Credit Overview

 Student Outcomes

 Dual Credit Outcomes, Statewide Summaries

 Dual Credit Outcomes by Institution Where Dual Credit Was 
Taken

 Dual Credit Outcomes by Institution Where Student Enrolled 
After High School

 GPA in Dual Credit and First Year in Higher Education

 Student Performance in Dual Credit Courses



MORE DATA

 Texas Education Agency K-12 Data Resources 
and Research

 National Center for Education Statistics

 Texas Public Education Information Resource 
(TPEIR)



CONSIDER 
WAYS TO 
SHARE BETTER 
DATA FOR 
REDUCING 
CHALLENGES

Paul Turcotte

paul.turcotte@tamuct.edu

(254) 501-5817


